INTRODUCTION
the Continental custom and renounced their Socialist faith to
take office in a predominantly Conservative Government.
Joseph Chamberlain went; from Left to Right; Gladstone
reversed the process. c The rising hope of the stern and un-
bending Tories * went steadily Left as he grew older and ever
put conscience before high office and social prestige. John
Burns, the first Labour Cabinet Minister, began on the Left
and is more Left to-day than ever. At a crisis in his career,
he renounced office rather than compromise his conscience.
Lloyd George, in or out of office, has retained an enthusiastic
loyalty to the political faith of his youth.
In the Labour Party at the present time there are many
who have risen to leadership and remained loyal to their
Socialism. Many of them began on the Right and have gone
steadily and conscientiously to the Left.
Mac-Donald was always the most, accommodating of
Socialists, His Socialism was of the kind that Sir William
Harcourt meant when he said on a famous occasion : * We
are all Socialists now/ ilis Socialism is that far-off Never-
Never-Land, bom of vague aspirations and described by him
in picturesque generalities. It is a Turner landscape of beautiful
colours and glorious mdeliniteuess, He saw it, not with a
telescope, but with a kaleidoscope. It is as real and as remote
as the garden of the Hesperides, Anyone can believe in it
without,sacrifice or even inconvenience*
It is evident now that MucDonald never really accepted the
Socialist faith of a classless world, based on unselfish service.
It can be seen now that lie never could have at heart believed
in the principles of Brotherhood and self-denial, which are the
bases of Socialism,
* Just for a handful of silver he left us.
Just for a ribbon to stick in his coat*'
Browning's lost leader is a tragedy. The motives for betrayal
lie deep in human nature. Some leaders desert for economic
reasons -the handful of silver. Some desert for reasons of
personal pride and social stnobbery.
The const'iouMncgs of power has often a demoralizing effect,
Sweet are the pleasures of pre-eminence* To renounce a
position of honour and security for the sake of a principle is an
xi